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Discussion Framework

1. DISA background

2. Open Access  and the privatisation of knowledge

3. Digital Commons  in African  HE  

2



DISA  OA success story 

• Pilot feasibility study 
• Technological advancement
• Skills development
• Open Access - Open Source - Open Content
• Policy, professional development, technology 

development
• Support knowledge communities 
• New mechanisms of scholarly communication in 

public domain
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Open Access and the privatisation of 
knowledge 
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Challenges

• Ownership
– Collaborative content development
– Dissemination of Open Content 
– Appropriation 

• Intellectual Property Rights Management
– Permissions 
– Attributions
– Privacy vs political interests
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Interventions

• Brief to HESA, CHELSA and University Legal Advisors’ 
Forum

• National Heritage Council discussions
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Vulnerability

• Secure funding investment
• Aggregation of online content
• Sustainability
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Social contract of digital 
scholarship

• Open Access, open source, open content
• North- South Divide in scholarly 

communication
• Challenges

– Uneven access
– Privacy and security
– Ethical partnerships 

• Future in the balance
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Digital Commons 
in the African  HE context 
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Digital Commons

Acknowledge Scholarly 
communication Core mission

Investigate Landscape Dislocation / 
trends

Strategy Publishing 
mechanisms

Journals/ 
Datasets/ 
University 

Press

Structure Organisational 
change

Library
IT / Reseach / 

Press/  E-
learning
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African Commons

• Shared / third party  information infrastructure
• Scalability
• Expertise
• Support

– Repository development 
– Digital curation practice

• Funding 
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Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.0 South Africa
You are free:
•to copy, distribute, display, and perform the work 
•to make derivative works 
Under the following conditions:

Attribution. You must attribute the work 
in the manner specified by the author or 
licensor.

Noncommercial. You may not use this 
work for commercial purposes.

Share Alike. If you alter, transform, or 
build upon this work, you may distribute 
the resulting work only under a license 
identical to this one.

•For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work. 
•Any of these conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright holder. 

Your fair use and other rights are in no way affected by the above.
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